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Diagnostics

Two different perspectives
of the posterior segment

SD-OCT and
Cameras

Through these technologies that image the eye, medical professionals

document anatomic structures that can be measured in micons.

[ By Tim Bennett, CRA, FOPS, Hershey, Pa. ]

he use of the camera to document the
condition of the eye dates back to the
earliest days of photography. Today
we commonly use two different, but
complementary, technologies to docu-
ment the ocular fundus: fundus photography and
optical coherence tomography (OCT).

In imaging the fundus, our goal is to document
anatomic structures that can be measured in mi-
crons, with enough detail for physicians to make
diagnostic decisions. All this must be done through
the pupil. Each of these instruments provides a dif-
ferent perspective of the posterior segment.

Fundus Cameras

The fundus camera is a horizontally mounted
instrument with an internal electronic flash and an
attached camera or digital sensor. Fundus imaging
relies on the interaction between the optics of the
camera and the optics of the eye itself. These cam-
eras utilize an aspheric design that, when combined
with the optics of the eye, matches the plane of
focus to the curvature of the fundus. Although it is
placed just an inch or two from the subject, proper
focus is usually set at a distance, because when
aimed into the eye, the light path exiting the fun-

Complementary imaging techniques provide different perspectives of the
condition of this patient with AMD and a large area of confluent drusen. The
color fundus photograph, retinal thickness map and high-resolution line scan all
provide different pieces of the diagnostic puzzle.

dus camera also passes through the refracting optics
of the cornea and the crystalline lens, which are
focused at distance upon dilation. The focus con-
trol of the fundus camera is used to compensate for
refractive errors in the subject eye. Conditions such
as myopia or astigmatism are routinely encountered
and some fundus cameras have additional controls
to compensate for these optical imperfections.

The optical system of the fundus camera deliv-
ers light axially by projecting a ring of light from
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the internal strobe through the dilated pupil. The
ring shape allows a separation of the outgoing and
incoming illumination. The ring fills the outer
pupil with light that reflects off the retina, exits the
pupil through the center of the ring, and continues
through the optics of the camera to form an image
of the retina at the imaging plane.

The first step for proper alignment of the fundus
camera is to peer around the instrument and place
that ring of light within the pupil before looking

though the viewfinder to fine-tune the image.

Non-mydriatic instruments

In addition to the traditional fundus camera,
non-mydriatic instruments are increasingly being
used as screening devices for diabetic retinopathy
and glaucoma. Non-mydriatic fundus cameras are
designed with an infrared focusing system that pro-
motes physiologic dilation in a darkened environ-
ment, making them simple to operate.

The fundus camera provides the traditional
en face perspective, approximating the view ob-
served with the ophthalmoscope.

OCT imaging

OCT is a relatively new imaging procedure
that is useful in the diagnosis of several posterior-
segment disorders that have traditionally been
imaged with fundus photography or fluorescein
angiography. OCT is based on the principle of
low coherence interferometry to measure the opti-
cal path length of backscattered light. As an echo
technique, OCT is similar to ultrasound in that
it detects time-of-flight delay to measure distance,
except that near-infrared light (840 nm) is used
instead of sound. This difference permits resolution
of <10pm, which is 10 to 20 times better than ul-
trasound. A superluminescent diode light is directed
at both the eye and a reference mirror or spectrom-
eter at a known spatial location. Light “echoes”
backscattered from different layers of the retina are
compared against the reference arm, analyzed, mea-
sured, and displayed in false color or grayscale based
on depth and reflectivity.

This real-time, non-invasive technique offers
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